Types of Kufr (Disbelief) 

The Quran uses the word Kufr to denote people who cover up or hide 
realities. The Quran uses this word to identify those who denied Allah's 
favors by not accepting His Dominion and Authority. 


1 - The importance of knowing what kufr is and the forms it may take: 

The texts of the Qur'aan and Sunnah indicate that faith is not valid and is not 
accepted unless two conditions are met - which are what are implied by the 
testimony that there is no god except Allaah. These two conditions are 
denouncing and shunning all kinds of kufr and shirk and submission to 
Allaah alone (Tawheed). 

A person cannot denounce or shun anything unless he knows what it is. 
From this we understand the importance of knowing what Tawheed is, so 
that we may act accordingly and attain Tawheed, and knowing what kufr 
and shirk is so that we may avoid them and steer clear of them. 

2 - Definition of kufr: 


Kufr in Arabic means covering and concealing something. In shar'i 
terminology it means "not believing in Allaah and His Messenger, whether 
that is accompanied by denial or it is not accompanied by denial but rather 
doubt, or turning away from faith out of jealousy or arrogance, or because 
one is following whims and desires that prevent one from following the 
message. So kufr is the attribute of everyone who rejects something that 
Allaah has commanded us to believe in, after news of that has reached him, 
whether he rejects it in his heart without uttering it, or he speaks those words 
of rejection without believing it in his heart, or he does both; or he does an 
action which is described in the texts as putting one beyond the pale of faith. 
Even though the denier's infidelity is worse than others, so is the one who 
disbelieves and denies out of jealousy while he recognizes in his heart the 
veracity of the Messengers. " (See Majmoo' al-Fataawa by Ibn Taymiyah, 
12/335; al-lhkaamfi Usool al-Ahkaam by Ibn Hazam, 1/45) 

Ibn Hazam said in his book al-Fasl : "Rejecting something for which there is 
sound proof that there can be no faith without believing in it is kufr, and 
uttering words for which there is proof that uttering them is kufr is kufr. 
Doing any action for which there is proof that it is kufr is also kufr." 

Kufr thus is an antonym for Iman or disbelief in Allah and a Kafir is a non- 




believer. This type of Kufr is called al-kufr al Akbar or major kufr. There are 
many types of Al-Kufrul Akbar. 


1. Kufrul-'Inaad: 

Disbelief out of stubborness. This applies to someone who knows the truth 
and admits to knowing the truth and admits to knowing it with his tongue, 
but refuses to accept it and refrains from making a declaration. 

Allah(swt) says: Throw into Hell every stubborn disbeliever. [Surah Qaaf 
(50), Ayah 24] 

2. Kufrul-Inkaar: 

Disbelief out of denial. This applies to someone who denies with both heart 
and tongue. This kufr may sometimes take the form of disbelief in the heart - 
which occurs rarely among the kuffaar, as Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allaah have 
mercy on him) said - and sometimes it takes the form of outward or apparent 
rejection, which means concealing the truth and not submitting to it 
outwardly, whilst recognizing it and knowing it inwardly, such as the Jews' 
rejection of Muhammad (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him). 

Allaah says of them: 

"Then when there came to them that which they had recognised, they 
disbelieved in it." [al-Baqarah 2:89] 

He also says: 

"Then when there came to them that which they had recognised, they 
disbelieved in it." [al-Baqarah 2:146] 

That is because rejection only happens which a person knows the truth and 
refuses it. Hence Allaah stated that the kuffaar's disbelief in the Messenger 
(peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him) was not disbelief in the true 
sense of the word, because their disbelief was only outward and verbal, and 
inwardly they recognized the truth. 

Allaah says: 

"It is not you that they deny, but it is the Verses (the Qur'aan) of Allaah that 
the Zaalimoon (polytheists and wrongdoers) deny." [al-An'aam 6:33] 

"And they belied them (those Ayaat) wrongfully and arrogantly, though their 
ownselves were convinced thereof." [al-Naml 27:14] 

Allah(swt) says: They recognize the favors of Allah, yet they deny them. Most 
of them are disbelievers. [Surah Nahl(16), Ayah 83] 


3. Kufrul-Kibr: 


Disbelief out of arrogance and pride. The disbelief by the devils (Iblis) is an 
example of this type of Kufr. 

"... except Iblees (Satan), he refused and was proud and was one of the 
disbelievers (disobedient to Allaah)." [al-Baqarah 2:34 ] 

And Allaah says: 

"They (hypocrites) say: 'We have believed in Allaah and in the Messenger 
(Muhammad), and we obey,' then a party of them turn away thereafter, such 
are not believers." [al-Noor 24:47] 

So Allaah has stated that those who do not act in accordance with faith are 
not believers, even if they utter the words of faith. The kufr of turning away 
means that one ignores the truth and does not learn it or act in accordance 
with it, whether it is the matter of words, actions or beliefs. 

Allaah says: 

"But those who disbelieve, turn away from that whereof they are warned." 

[al-Ahqaaf 46:3] 


4. Kufrul-Juhood: 

Disbebelief out of rejection. This applies to someone who aknowledges the 
truth in his heart, but rejects it with his tongue. This types of kufr is 
applicable to those who calls themselves Muslims but who reject any 
necessary and accepted norms of Islam such as Salaat and Zakat. 

Allah (swt) says: They denied them (Our signs) even though their hearts 
believed in them, out of spite and arrogance. [Surah Naml(27), Ayah 14] 


5. Kufrul-Nifaaq: 

Disbelief out of hypocrisy. This applies to someone who pretends to be a 
believer but conceals his disbelief. Such a person is called a munafiq or 
hypocrite. 

This takes the form of not believing in the heart and not acting, whilst 
submitting outwardly in order to show off to people. This is like the kufr of 
Ibn Salool and the other munaafiqeen (hypocrites) of whom Allaah said: 

"And of mankind, there are some (hypocrites) who say: 'We believe in Allaah 
and the Last Day,' while in fact they believe not. 


They (think to) deceive Allaah and those who believe, while they only 
deceive themselves, and perceive (it) not! 

In their hearts is a disease (of doubt and hypocrisy) and Allaah has increased 
their disease. A painful torment is theirs because they used to tell lies. 

And when it is said to them: 'Make not mischief on the earth/ they say: 'We 
are only peacemakers.' 

Verily, they are the ones who make mischief, but they perceive not. 

And when it is said to them (hypocrites): 'Believe as the people (followers of 
Muhammad, Al-Ansaar and Al-Muhajiroon) have believed,' they say: 'Shall 
we believe as the fools have believed?' Verily, they are the fools, but they 
know not. 

And when they meet those who believe, they say: 'We believe,' but when 
they are alone with their Shayaateen (devils — polytheists, hypocrites), they 
say: 'Truly, we are with you; verily, we were but mocking.' 

Allaah mocks at them and gives them increase in their wrong-doing to 
wander blindly. 

These are they who have purchased error for guidance, so their commerce 
was profitless. And they were not guided. 

Their likeness is as the likeness of one who kindled a fire; then, when it 
lighted all around him, Allaah took away their light and left them in 
darkness. (So) they could not see. 

They are deaf, dumb, and blind, so they return not (to the Right Path). 

Or like a rainstorm from the sky, wherein is darkness, thunder, and lightning. 
They thrust their fingers in their ears to keep out the stunning thunderclap 
for fear of death. But Allaah ever encompasses the disbelievers (i.e. Allaah 
will gather them all together). 

The lightning almost snatches away their sight, whenever it flashes for them, 
they walk therein, and when darkness covers them, they stand still. And if 
Allaah willed. He could have taken away their hearing and their sight. 
Certainly, Allaah has power over all things." [al-Baqarah 2:8-20] 

Allah( swt) says: Verily the hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of Hell. 
You will find no one to help them. [Surah An Nisaa (4), Ayah 145] 


6. Kufrul-Istihaal: 

Disbelief out of trying to make haram into halal. This applies to someone who 
accepts as lawful (halal) that which Allah has made unlawful (haram) like 
alcohol or adultery. Only Allah (swt) has the prerogative to make things halal 
and haram and those who seek to interfere with His right are like rivals to 
Him and therefore fall outside the boundries of faith. 

"O you who believe! Make not unlawful the tayyibat (all that is good as 
regards foods, hings, deeds, beliefs, persons) which Allah has made lawful to 
you, and transgress not. Verily, Allah does not like the transgressors." (Surah 
al-Maidah 5/87) 


"And of the camels two, and of oxen two. Say: <Has He forbidden the two 
males or the two females or which the wombs of the two females enclose? Or 
were you present when Allah ordered you such a thing? Then who does 
more wrong than one who invents a lie against Allah, to lead mankind astray 
without knowledge. Certainly Allah guides not the people who are zalimun." 
(Surah al-An'am 6/144) 

"And say not concerning that which your tongues put forth falsely: <This is 
lawful and this is forbidden,> so as to invent lies against Allah. Verily, those 
who invent lies against Allah will never prosper." (Surah an-Nahl 16/116) 


7. Kufrul-Kurh: 

Disbelief out of detesting any of Allah's (swt) commands. 

Allah (swt) says: Perdition (destruction) has been consigned to those who 
disbelieve and He will render their actions void. This is because they are 
averse to that which Allah has revealed so He has made their actions 
fruitless. [Surah Muhammed (47), Ayah 8-9] 


8. Kufrul-Istihzaha: 

Disbelief due to mockery and derision. 

Allah (swt) says: Say: Was it at Allah, His signs and His apostles that you 
were mocking? Make no excuses. You have disbelieved after you have 
believed. [Surah Taubah (9), ayah 65-66] 


9. Kufrul-I'raadh: 

Disbelief due to avoidance. This applies to those who turn away and avoid 
the truth. 

Allah (swt) says: And who is more unjust than he who is reminded of his 
Lord's signs but then turns away from them. Then he forgets what he has sent 
forward (for the Day of Judgement). [Surah Kahf (18), Ayah 57] 

Whoever turns away verbally from that which the Messenger has brought is 
like one who says "I will not follow him." The one who turns away by his 
actions is like one who runs away from hearing the truth which he brought, 
or puts his fingers in his ears so as not to hear, or who hears it but turns away 
in his heart and refuses to believe, and who refuses to act upon it. He has 
disbelieved in the sense of the kufr of turning away. 


10. Kufrul-Istibdaal: 


Disbelief because of trying to substitute Allah's Laws. This could take the 
form of: 

(a) Rejection of Allah's law (Shariah) without denying it 

(b) Denial of Allah's law and therefore rejecting it, or 

(c) Substituting Allah's laws with man-made laws. 

Allah (swt) says: Or have they partners with Allah who have instituted for 
them a religion which Allah has not allowed. [Surah Shuraa(42), Ayah 8] 

Allah(swt) says: Say not concerning that which your tongues put forth falsely 
(that) is lawful and this is forbidden so as to invent a lie against Allah. Verily, 
those who invent a lie against Allah will never prosper. [Surah Nahl (16), 
Ayah 116] 


11. Kufr usch-schak 

The kufr of doubt, which means hesitating with regard to following the truth 
and being uncertain as to whether it is true, because what is required is 
certainty of faith (yaqeen) that what the Messenger brought is truth with no 
hint of doubt in it. Whoever thinks that what he brought may not be true has 
disbelieved, in the sense of kufr of doubt, as Allaah says: 

"And he went into his garden while in a state (of pride and disbelief), unjust 
to himself. He said: T think not that this will ever perish. 

And I think not the Hour will ever come, and if indeed I am brought back to 
my Lord, (on the Day of Resurrection), I surely, shall find better than this 
when I return to Him/ 

His companion said to him during the talk with him: 'Do you disbelieve in 
Him Who created you out of dust (i.e. your father Adam), then out of Nutfah 
(mixed semen drops of male and female discharge), then fashioned you into a 
man? 

But as for my part, (I believe) that He is Allaah, my Lord, and none shall I 
associate as partner with my Lord/" [al-Kahf 18:35-38] 

From this we may conclude that kufr - which is the opposite of eemaan or 
faith - may take the form of feelings in the heart, such as hating Allaah or His 
signs, or His Messenger (peace and blessings of Allaah be upon him); this 
contradicts love and faith which support the actions of the heart. Kufr may 
also take the form of spoken words, such as insulting Allaah, or it may be an 
outward action, such as prostrating to idols, or offering sacrifices to someone 
other than Allaah. Just as faith takes the form of actions of the heart, words 
on the tongue and outward physical actions, so too kufr may take the form of 
actions of the heart, words on the tongue and outward physical actions. 


There is another type of kufr, called minor kufr (kufr al asghar) or some call it 
the kufr of practice. The minor kufr does not constitute apostasy. This type of 
kufr comprises of sins that are referred to in the Book and the Sunnah as kufr, 
but do not reach the level of major kufr, such is expressing ungratefulness to 
the favors of Allah, as Allah says: "And Allah puts forward the example of a 
township, that dwelt secure and well-content: its provision coming to it in 
abundance from every place, but it (its people) denied (fakafarat) the favours 
of Allah." (an Nahl 16/112) 

And fighting of Muslims against each other, which is referred to in the 
Hadeeth of the Prophet (salallahu alaihe wa-sallam), "Reviling of a Muslim is 
an act of disobedience and fighting him is Kufr." [Agreed upon] 

And in his saying: "Do not revert after me (Kufran) like the infidels killing 
each other." [Agreed upon] 

Allah, the Exalted, declared a Muslim who commits a major sin as a believer. 
He says: "O you who believe! Al-Qisas (the Law of Equality in punishment) is 
prescribed for you in case of murder." [Soorah al-Baqarah (2): 178] 

Hence, Allah, the Exalted, did not exclude the murderer from the believers, 
rather He referred to him as the brother of the slain's guarding saying (in 
continuation of the verse): "Therefore, one who is granted remission by one's 
brother, then he should pursue that matter in a kind manner and pay the 
blood-money with kindness (when he excepts blood-money) with fairness." 

'Brotherhood' which is referred to in the above verse, doubtlessly means 
brotherhood in faith. 

Allah, the Exalted, says: "And if two parties of believers fight against each 
other, make peace between them." [Soorah al-Hujurat (49): 9] 

And if after that one of them transgresses against the other, fight the party 
that transgresses until it returns to the command of Allah. Then if it returns, 
make peace between them with equity, and act justly. Allah loves the just. 
"Surely all believers are brothers. So make peace between brothers." [Soorah 
al-Hujurat (49): 10] 


Summary of the Differences between the major and minor Kufr: 

1. The major Kufr constitutes apostasy, and nullifies the good deeds. While 
the minor Kufr neither constitutes apostasy not nullifies good deeds, but it 
diminishes them, and subjects one who commits it to the threatened 
punishment. 

2. The major Kufr condemns one who commits it to eternal abode in Fire. 


While one who commits the minor Kufr, if he enters Fire, he would not 
remain in it eternally. It may be that Allah forgives him, and he would not 
enter it in the first place. 

3. The major Kufr justifies violating the blood and property of the one who 
commits it. While the minor Kufr does not. 

4. The major Kufr makes it incumbent upon the believers to treat with enmity 
the one who commits it, thus, it is not permissible for the believers to love or 
befriend the one who commits it even if he is a very close relative. As for 
minor Kufr, it does not prevent loving and befriending him at all. Rather, he 
should be befriended proportionately to the Imaan he possesses and be 
abhorred proportionately to the disobedience he commits. 


